
Making Colour 
the Hero 
of Your 
Photography

Mastering colour photography in all genres A1 Camera Club 



Wizard of Oz 1939



Overview
Å A brief History of Colour Photography 

Å Understanding Colour Theory in Photography

Å Techniques for Focusing on Colour

Å Post-Processing colour photography

The next competition theme will be  ƝMake Colour  the Heroƞ   This section will be print. 

Deadline 20 th  / 27 th  January 

1st colour photograph using three colour process 1861



Hand Colouring 1900s

Loie Fuller film 1905



1910s Tinting

Tinting and Toning 1910s 



1907 Autochrome

Tiny grains of potato starch dyed red, green and blue are dusted 
over a photographic plate, in between emulsions. 

When exposed to light the fine mosaic of grains result in an illusion 
of colour. This process lasted from 1907 to 1935 



1920s Hand Tinted and 
early 3 colour  process

Violet Blaiklock V&A

Film Colours .org



1930s Vivex Process
Madame Yvonde

   

Cyan, Magenta, Yellow & Black ƛ 3 colour  process producing 
vibrant colour  from black and white filtered negatives



1930s - 3 colour Carbro  Process ƛ vibrant colour

3 black and white negatives, each with a blue, red or green filter are 
combined to produce a colour print.

Still Life by Paul Outerbridge and Frida Khalo by Nikolas Muray



Kodachrome 1935 - 2009

A colour negative film achieving vibrant 
high contrast colour in processing.

John Hinde Circus 1943 using Kodachrome



1950s The golden age of vibrant colour 

Fred Herzog 1958 

Richard Avendon  Funny Face 1958



1960s
Gordon Parks 
Contrast and Harmony



1970s Softer tones, faster kodachome  (higher iso) more light . 

James Barnor  Ghana 1971

Joel Meyerowitz Cape Light 1977



1980s
Colour  Clashing

Raghubir Singh - Kashmir

Guy Bourdin ƛ Charles Jourdan Ad



1990s
Alex Webb 
Using Low light and street lights  and 
faster film. Orange and teal

Cuba 1993

Istanbul 2001



2000s
Nick Knight
Colorizing and powder pop freeze 
action with flash



2010s Digital Photography 
Albert Watson ƛ Ilse of Skye 



Martin Parr 2020s

Colour  Documentary Photography with flash

https://martinparrfoundation.org/



Colour Theory 
in Photography



The Colour  Wheel
Opposites attract!

Complementary colours  sit opposite each other 
on the colour  wheel. 

Reds and Greens 

Blues and Oranges 

Yellows and Purples 

You can also think of it as Hot and Cold colours . 

Reds, yellows and oranges work with 
purples, blues and greens

Tonal Harmony 

Tones of one colour  also work together. 



Warm and Cool Tones
Push the colours  of your image to a cool or warm tone 
depending on the mood you want to convey.

Soft calm colour  is just as purposeful as vibrant energetic 
colour .
  

Steve McCurry 

Cig Harvey



Using a Single Colour  

Milton Greene Siren 1952

One colour many tones.



Spot Colouring

Steve McCurry

Use natural monochrome
in a scene with pops of 
colour. 

If removing background 
colour, try leaving just a 
hint of muted tones to 
allow your hero colour to 
pop softly. 

 



Techniques
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